21 November 1666

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Domestic Contact Service
Operational Support Staff

ATTENTION: (:”, ) :]

SUBJECT: Fire in the Ukrainian Academy of Scilences Library

REFERENCE: DCS Case 47902, dated 8 November 1066

1. This i8 in reference te your request for a reply for

Niagara Falls concerning information regarding the "official version"

of the burning of the library in the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences

in Kiev, The attached translation of an article which appeared in
Ft1%*the Ukrainian-language journal Suchasnist is self-explanatory.

Following is all the information we have on the fire from the Soviet

press. To our knowledge, there were no other Soviet press reports

concerning the fire.

2. Radyanska Kultura, 28 May 1964, carried a short news item
which in Bummary Baid: There was a fire in the library on 24 May
1964. Thanke to the efforts of the fire brigade of the city of
Kiev, the fire was localized and extinguished. According to an
announcement made by the Academy of Bciences of the UkSSR, the library
records were not all destroyed. Basic stores of books were only
partially destroyed, and it will be possible to replace them with
existing duplicate copies. A State commission was established to
conduct an investigation concerning the cause of the fire and to
8ee that proper measures are taken to have the library premises
repaired.

3. Ukrains'kiy Istorychny Journal (Ukrainian Historical
Journal), No. 5, May IP65, carried an article stating there was a
fire in the library which resulted in the destruction of sonme of
the books but that almost all the losses would be replaced from
duplicate copies.

4., Vieti z Ukrainy (News from the Ukraine) carried an article
in the Juneé 1965 ig8&de in which it was stated that there was a fire
in the library on 24 May 1264 and that because of the variety of
strange accounts about the fire which were being circulated by various
individuale it was decided to set the record straight., A short
history about the library was given and a description of its
composition., There indeed was a fire resulting in the loss of many
books. The fact that the fire took place had been reported in the
27 May 1964 issue of Kievs'ka Pravda and the No. 104 issue of

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPTION 3828
VAZI WAR CRIMES B1SCLOSURE ACT
OATE 2007




Kievs'ka zb§za ef 27 May 1864, There was an investigatien fellowing
the fire Which left no doubt that Victor V, POGRUZHALSXY had set

fire to the library as an act of revenge againgt the library
administrater. POGRUZHALSKY was tried in Kiev in August and sentenced
under Article 89, Part 2, of the Criminal Code of the UKSBR te

10 years, one-half of the time to be spent in prison and the remainder
in a corrective labor cclony.

5. Literaturoa Gazeta, 4 July 1864, A short item appesared
concerning an Interview with K. D, BARULIX, Chief of the Department
of Foreign Boeks in the Kiev library, during which he mentioned that
;hero was a fire but that none of the books in his departmenti were

ont.

C 8

Acting Chief, SB/S8/CA

Attachment: as stated, herewith
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